
The number of girls to receive the Girl Scouts leadership experience in public schools has grown by more than 1,000 girls just since 

Jan. 1 of this year. This increase means that we now serve approximately 8,500 girls throughout our area ð with more joining every 

day. The increased number is a reflection of what girls are experiencing as a Girl Scout. Volunteers and staff share what they hear 

from girls: 

ñOne girl told me she enjoys coming to Girl Scouts because she feels it is the only place where she belongs and has friends.ò 

ñAfter our discussions of how to live out the Girl Scout Law, two 4th graders decided to work with their family to serve the 

greater OKC community. They made sweaters for animals and scarves for people and gave away during the holidays.ò 

ñOne day, while arriving at Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary, many of the students greeted me in the hallway by singing and  

chanting the Girl Scout Promise. I was pleased to hear how they are retaining the Girl Scout Leadership experience.ò 

Reaching more girls through our In-School program is changing the way girls view themselves and their 

place in the world. Supporting Girl Scouts makes opportunities like this possible. 
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ñFrom Homeless to Harvardò Speaker Inspires Local Students 

In-School Girl Scouts Living The Promise & Law 

It isnôt always easy to capture the interest of a group of teenagers these days. But when Liz Murray spoke to 800 

students at Capitol Hill High School, she managed to do just that. Murray was the guest speaker at the Juliette 

Low Leadership Society Luncheon and included a trip to the high school while she was in town. 

Murray is best known as the subject of the Lifetime Movie Channel ñFrom Homeless to Harvard.ò She told        

students about her life as the child of drug addicted parents, including being homeless as a teenager following the 

death of her mother and the continued use of substances by her father. But, she said, as she watched her mother be 

buried in a pine box, she realized that she can still accomplish things in life. It was at that moment she said she 

decided to go back to school. ñI want you to know,ò she told the students, ñthat Iôm not hear to talk about going to 

Harvard. Iôm here to tell you to  listen to the voice asking you ówhat if?ô when you are trying to decide what to do 

in life.ò 

Murray said she had decided at age 17 in full ñgothò attire of purple hair and piercings and with a failing school 

record, to go back to school. She was denied enrollment by many New York City Schools and was about to give up trying. She said she had 

reached the point of deciding to go to the next school interview or to get a slice of pizza. At that point, she said her voice asked her ñwhat 

if?ô. What if she goes to the interview and is accepted? What if she makes straight Aôs? What if? She made the  

decision, went to the interview, was accepted. She completed four years of high school in just two years with a 96 

average and the support of a tireless mentor. She was inspired by her mentor to apply to Harvard and for               

scholarships to get her there. She got both. Her new ñcommunityò of friends and mentors made a difference. 

ñWhat if I had got the slice of pizza instead?ò she asked the students. ñWould I have finished school? Would I have 

gone to Harvard? Would I be here with you today? The answer is no. There will be times when you will have to 

decide if you will go one way or go another. What if?ò 

As Liz was leaving the schoolôs library that morning, one high school girl came up to her to tell her how much she 

was inspired by Lizôs story and that even though things get tough sometimes, she was going to try and reach her 

own goals. She gave Liz a hug on her way back to class. 

Be a mentor. Create a new ñcommunityò for a Girl Scout who needs what you can give her. 

Liz Murray with CHHS students 

Luis Cortez and Karla 

Villalobos 
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New Summer Sessions Includes Partnerships With Area Colleges 
Offering girls the most diverse summer opportunities       

possible is part of the Girl Scouts of Western Oklahoma 

leadership experience. Along with summer camping and 

other outdoor education sessions planned, this year the 

council is working with other educational outlets to offer 

something unique to our Girl Scouts. 
 

ñWe are working to provide relevant summer program     

offerings to all girls,ò said Susan Bohl, chief operations 

officer for GS-West. ñWhether itôs going to resident or day 

camp, or doing something new and different, we want 

every Girl Scout to have a great summer experience this 

year, and weôre excited about these new partnership        

opportunities.ò 
 

Starting this summer, GS-West will partner with Oklahoma 

City Community College and Cameron University in 

Lawton to offer a series of summer sessions for girls.  
 

At OCCC Kids College, Girl Scouts will offer leadership 

and self-esteem workshops, as well as workshops on      

robotics and STEM (Science,                  

Technology, Engineering and Math) to 

kids in kindergarten through 8th grade. 

This program will be June 7-July 30. 

Girls  interested in participating will  

register through OCCC. 

In Lawton, the summer program will be 

offered through the Kids College to stu-

dents in grades kindergarten through 5th. 

This two-week session also will feature 

leadership, self-esteem, robotics and 

STEM. Registration will be available 

through Cameron. 
 

These same series of workshops also will be available 

through the Edmond Parks and Recreationôs summer pro-

gram. This program will be open to students in K-12th 

grade and begins June 7. Families will register through the 

parks and recreation department. 

 
 

Other upcoming summer programs include: 

Play in the Park with the City of Oklahoma City 

Parks and Recreation. 

YMCA day programs. 

Resident and Day Camp June 13-July 16  

Travel Camp July 18-30 

Summer Scoops in all 7 districts of our council 

Service Unit Day Camps in all 7 districts. 

One Girl Sees A Need, Makes A Difference 
When a Girl Scout sees a need in the 

community, she often jumps in to help. 

Katie Lytle of Troop 256 in Oklahoma 

City is one of those girls. Last year, 

took a tour of the OKC Rescue        

Mission. Katie noticed lots of          

childrenôs books available, but no easy 

way to access them. Volunteers had to 

hunt for appropriate books for children 

at the mission. 

Katie decided to fix that problem so she 

and others in her troop (Emma Henley, Leahla and Emily Barrett 

and Allison Rice) began the process of organizing by age, sorting, 

color coding and stacking all the books. She is now working to 

create a reading area for adults. She is working to add to the       

library, to build shelves, and to create a card catalog system. In 

addition, Katie is working with local businesses to donate new 

self-help books. 

ñI learned how much you can accomplish with the help of your 

friends, and that working to better the lives of others is something 

I want to do more of,ò Katie said. 

Supporting Girl Scouts-Western Oklahoma means supporting 

girls who are making a difference in their communities. 

JLLS/OKC Reaches Milestone  
 

The Feb. 18 Juliette Low Leadership Society 

Luncheon in OKC reached an important  

milestone this year, raising more than any 

previous yearôs luncheon. This year, the 

group raised more than $269,000, bringing 

the total donations during the groupôs six-year 

history of over $1.2 million that goes to    

provide a variety of leadership                     

opportunities to thousands of girls in       

western Oklahoma. 

ñThis is an exciting time for the Juliette Low Leadership Society 

and for the girls in western Oklahoma,ò said Linda Whittington, 

co-chair of this yearôs event with Ann-Clore Duncan. ñYour       

continued support of JLLS and Girl Scouts truly has made a       

difference in the lives of many girls.ò 

The membership fee for JLLS is $250 a year. For more                 

information on joining JLLS, contact 

Crystal Slater at 405-528-3535 or 

email her at: cslater@gswestok.org 

CEO Cathy Stackpole and 

guest speaker Liz Murray. 

Pictured  are, left to right, Liz Murray with Linda 

Whittington and Ann-Clore Duncan, co-chairs of this 

yearôs JLLS Luncheon.                                        

Picture courtesy of OKC Pubic Schools 
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Girl Scouts Celebrate Local Extreme Home Makeover 

Be A Friend of Girl Scouting! JLLS /Enid Lunch To                    

Feature OK Today Editor 
Thereôs still time to make a donation to Girl Scouts 

of Western Oklahoma. 

All donations to the Friends of Girl Scouting        

Campaign support and enhance the Girl Scout      

experience. Each memberôs annual membership 

fee goes directly to GSUSA, but 100% of every 

dollar contributed to Friends supports local Girl Scout programs in 

Western Oklahoma! 

As family and friends, you see the benefits of Girl Scouting first hand. 

The council needs everyoneôs help in order to continue offering    

high-quality, affordable programs. 
 

For more information on how you can support your local Girl 

Scouts, visit www.gswestok.org or contact Crystal Slater at 

cslater@gswestok.org                                                                  

or call (800) 698-0022 or (405) 528-3535. 

When news came that the TV show ñExtreme Makeover-Home Editionò was coming to Oklahoma, Girl Scouts in the Norman/Noble 

area went into action. Many of the girls participated in fundraising efforts that helped the family and community ð including a food 

drive and blood drive. While the girls were too young to actually participate at the building 

site, many of them stayed nearby to support the family and volunteer efforts. Girl Scouts also 

were part of the celebration at the end of the project during the ñbig revealò when the        

family returned to see their new home for the first time. Members of Norman Girl Scout 

Troop 241 who participated in the Extreme Makeover Home Edition Grand Reveal in               

Lexington displaying their "Move that Bus" banner (left to right) are Amanda Wheelock, 

Troop leader Brenda Wheelock, Miranda Vile, Renee Mauldin, Katelyn Toquinto, Nancy 

McGee and assistant leader Shelley McKee. The troop was invited to participate in the show's 

Grand Reveal after volunteering with a food drive with Ideal Homes, which sponsored the 

Extreme Makeover construction. Watch for the show to be broadcast on ABC March 14 and 

look for the big Girl Scouts of Western Oklahoma banner! 

Midwest City Group Presents GS-West With Grant Award 

The spring Enid JLLS Luncheon will be March 4 at 

the Cherokee Strip Conference Center. The guest speaker will be 

Enid native Louisa McCune-Elmore, editor in chief of Oklahoma 

Today. Kathy Eck is this yearôs chair for the event. 

Tickets for the event are now on sale for $30 per person or $240 

per table. The cost to join JLLS/Enid is $200 per person which 

includes a ticket to the luncheon and an invitation for two to attend 

the annual tea held on the first Thursday in November. 

McCune-Elmore has also worked at Worth, George, 

Harperôs Magazine, Mirabella, and New York.  
 

Under her guidance, Oklahoma Today has won     

dozens of national and state awards, including the 

2005 Magazine of the Year from the International 

Regional Magazine Association.  
 

For more information on the JLLS/Enid luncheon, 

call Carla Burdick at 580-237-2187. 

Girl Scouts of Western Oklahoma was one of 

six nonprofit organizations providing services 

to residents of eastern Oklahoma County that 

was awarded a grant from a Midwest City 

organization. GS-West received $1,000 to 

provide specific assistance and supplies for 

the In-School program in Midwest City. The 

2009 Renaissance Run funds are administered 

through a special event fund with the City of 

Midwest City. The following organizations 

received grant funds this year: Choctaw      

Senior Citizen Center, Project Concern,  

Shepherds of Love Ministries, YMCA,         

ArtzPlace Oklahoma, and Girl Scouts of 

Western Oklahoma. Nearly 330 participants 

joined the annual 5K run last September as it celebrated its 23rd anniversary. The community event is made possible by 

generous corporate donations and many volunteers. The 24th Annual Renaissance Run will be held on Sept. 25 this year. 

Kathy Hefton, Renaissance Run Chairman, and Fran Gilles, Treasurer, presented the grants to: 

Randy Ross, Choctaw Mayor; Tonya Walker, BSW, Project Concern; Nancy Nortz, ArtzPlace 

Oklahoma; Ellen Roberts, Girl Scouts of Western Oklahoma; Marie Fister, Shepherds of Love 

Ministries; and Sandy Smith, Tinker Area YMCA.  



Now that booth sales have started, Girl Scouts have hit local markets, shops, street corners and 

businesses with cookie booths to help boost sales. While this yearôs sale 

got off to a great start with tens of thousands of boxes of cookies leaving 

warehouses the first week, it quickly came to an abrupt stop. The two 

snow and ice storms meant girls were unable to pick up cookies from  

cupboards and conditions made it too dangerous for them to get out. 
 

ñWe went from volunteers lining up to pick up cookies to literally no one 

being able to get out,ò said Barbara Mitchell, director of customer service 

and product sales. ñThe weather really hurt the sale because it brought it 

to a complete halt. Weôre hoping now that booth sales have started that 

people will come out and support the girls as they try to make up for lost 

time. Many girls are concerned they wonôt meet their goals because they 

got behind.ò 
 

And the girls have a lot to make up for. Last yearôs cookie sale was a huge 

success for the local girls. Not only did they sell more cookies than ever, 

the percentage increase in cookie sales was 30% higher than any other 

council in the nation. In fact, the cookie sale for western Oklahoma last 

year made Girl Scout Cookie history by posting the highest percentage 

increase in sales for any council at any time. 
 

Mitchell credits the increase in the ñCookies on Demandò program ð making cookies available for purchase from day 

one of the sale rather than take orders and deliver cookies later. Last year, local Girl Scouts sold 1,200,000 boxes of Girl 

Scout Cookies compared to 912,000 boxes in 2008. 
 

The success of our cookie sale caught the eye of many other councils in the nation. Mitchell presented a report on how 

well the sale went last year to a national gathering of Girl Scout staff. Because of the tremendous local support of our 

cookie sale, six other councils decided to have a ñCookies on Demandò sale this year, including large councils in San 

Diego and Fort Worth. 

ñThe cookie sale is more than an opportunity for girls to earn money. It is a             

leadership development tool that they will carry with them for the rest of their lives. 

The cookie sale teaches girls entrepreneurial skills, money management, public 

speaking, marketing and business planning,ò Mitchell said. ñThe money the girls 

raise is used all year long in other leadership opportunities including outdoor         

education, community service projects, special events, activities around tween     

issues, and other activities that many girls would not be able to participate in      

without their cookie money. The sale also makes it possible for the council to offer 

other kinds of opportunities for girls all year long making it possible for thousands 

of girls to experience many other Girl Scouting opportunities.ò 

To find a cookie booth near you, visit our cookie booth locator on our website. Go 

to www.gswestok.org and click on the ñI Want Cookiesò button located under the 

dancing Thin Mint. From there you will see the cookie booth locator link and all 

you do is type in your zip code. Because of low activity early on due to the weather, 

the cookie sale has been extended to March 21. 
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Troop 245 of Norman (left to right) Rebecca        

Lindley, Sarah Lindley and Katie Lindley, were 

among the first group of Girl Scouts to open a 

cookie booth this year. 

Freeze Puts Chill On Cookie Sales! 

Jessica Krawiec of Troop 22 in Oklahoma 

City took advantage of the snow by using 

it as a marketing tool in her front yard. 

Girl Scouts also have taken to the web to promote this yearôs sale. Several girls 

submitted videos for the first Cookie Video Contest hosted by GS-West to view 

the winning video ð ñCase Full of Cookiesò ð and the other videos submitted 

go to: www.youtube.com/girlscoutswestok 



It may take time to fully see the difference Girl Scouts is 

making to girls we now reach in our schools, at housing 

sites and at incarceration facilities. In most cases, we may 

never know that a session designed to promote leadership 

skills helped a girl make a better decision later in life, or 

one that talked about self-esteem helped a girl feel more 

confident with her looks. We do know today that sessions 

like these being presented at these locations right now are 

starting to make a difference. 
 

Volunteers and staff who lead programs to at-risk girls are 

noting the changes in their evaluations. ñThe girls          

developed more self-confidence. You could see it in their 

body language,ò wrote one evaluation. Another wrote ñThe 

girls are discovering who they are and what makes them 

unique from their peers,ò while another reported back that 

ñThe girls learned that their          

differences individualized them and 

showed how they are beautiful in 

different ways. They also learned 

how to better communicate.ò 
 

GS-West provides learning           

opportunities in life skills (such as 

money management, college         

planning, and cooking),               

self-esteem, leadership, science and more to at-risk girls in 

more than 30 elementary and middle schools, two               

alternative schools, five government housing locations, 

eight YMCA locations, a medium secure  program facility, 

a minimum secure program facility and a county level         

juvenile probation program. 

ñIn these programs, girls gain a sense 

of purpose and accomplishment,ò 

said Lisa Johnson, community out-

reach for GS-West. ñWe have set 

outcome goals for girls to develop a 

strong sense of self and gain positive 

values, learn practical life skills and 

develop healthy relationships, to ad-

vocate for themselves and to feel 

empowered to make a difference in 

their world.ò 
 

Along with the Central Oklahoma Juvenile Center (COJC) 

in Tecumseh and the Fort Reno Adolescent Center in El 

Reno, GS-West recently has partnered with the Oklahoma 

County Juvenile Bureau to bring these leadership skills to 

young women in that program. 
 

ñOur goal is to help girls in probation develop life survival 

skills so that they break the cycle of  incarceration,ò John-

son said. ñFor example, Girl Scouts introduces participants 

to science and technology activities that are relevant to eve-

ryday life. Whether theyôre discovering how a carôs engine 

runs, improving their math skills or being introduced to 

careers in technology, these girls are starting to look for-

ward into their future.ò 
 

GS-West needs people who can provide time and services 

to girls in these locations so that even more girls are intro-

duced to leadership and life-changing opportunities. For 

more information and how you can participate, contact GS-

West at 405-528-3535. 
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Reaching Out To At-Risk Girls In Oklahoma 

At-Risk Girls To Get A Real Camp Experience 
For some girls, it may be the first time they ever ride a horse, build a campfire or even spend the night 

in the wilderness. But this Spring, as many as 300 girls from our at-risk  programs will get that         

opportunity through Girl Scouts. 
 

On May 22, 300 girls from our in-school program representing all 30 schools served by Girl Scouts, as 

well as those in our after-school YMCA program, will have the opportunity to travel to Camp              

E-Ko-Wah. The Oklahoma City Public Schools through Title IV will provide bus transportation for this 

camping opportunity. Of these 300 expected to attend, 160 will spend the night at our campsite. 

Weather permitting, girls will have a chance to do some water activities like canoeing, horseback riding for older girls, and just   

enjoying an overall camping experience. A special drug-free program also will be presented. 
 

ñThis is a very special opportunity for girls, many of whom have never been to camp or spent any time in this type of outdoor      

setting to explore and develop new leadership skills,ò said Susan Bohl, chief operations officer for GS-West.  

You can help make it possible for more girls to have experiences like this.                                                        

Provide a summer scholarship for an at-risk girl or make a donation to GS-West. Call 405-528-3535. 


