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From Connection To Transition: Girl Scouts Is Changing Lives

When Susie was sentenced to serve time at the Central
Oklahoma Juvenile Center in Tecumseh (COJC), her
future didn’t look too bright. She was little more than a
high school dropout behind bars, another statistic in
Oklahoma’s incarceration rate for women. Then she
began the Girl Scout program at COJC and her world
started to open up. While still incarcerated, Susie wrote
this letter to a Girl Scout staff who served as her mentor:

I'm at Girl Scouts right now and | am so happy
because tomorrow I’'m going to my group
home-finally! I'm so relieved now that I'm
finally getting out of here. Now | will be able to
move on with my life and go to college and be
free. I've been waiting for this day for so long
and | know it’s finally here.

Since writing this letter, Susie has been placed in a
group home in Chickasha and wants to stay connected
with Girl Scouts through a mentor. She said she under-
stands now how much Girl Scouts has played in her life
and believes that maintaining that one positive connec-
tion will help her continue her path of meeting new chal-
lenges, developing strong relationships, and finding new
successes for the rest of her life.

Through the encouragement of Girl Scouts and the

leadership program that she received while incarcerated,
Susie was able to graduate high school, earn her release,
be placed in ahome environment that is supportive, and
is now planning to enroll at the University of Oklahoma.

“When we bring Girl Scouts to girls who are incarcerated,
we may never know what happens once they are
released,” said Crystal Slater, chief development officer
for Girl Scouts-Western Oklahoma. “But by making this
one connection to something positive and good in her
life, we now know that Susie is one girl who is working hard
to make better life choices. She is excited about the
possibilities, and Girl Scouts was instrumental in helping
her understand how to be a better person.”

For girls who are incarcerated, introducing them to
something positive that they can accomplish is
life-changing. Reaching one girl through Girl Scouts is
great—butitisn’t enough. We need to reach them all with
the leadership experience that they can get even if
incarcerated.

With your support, Girl Scouts-Western Oklahoma staff
and volunteers are able to show girls like Susie the many
positive choices that they can make in life—in areas like
education, jobs and relationships—so that their future is
changed and Oklahoma is made better.

Get Ready For the 2011 GS Leadership Summit

For the second year, Girl Scouts-Western Oklahoma will host a Leadership Summit, bringing together Girl Scouts
volunteers, educators, policymakers, business leaders, civic leaders and other community leaders to discuss
how Girl Scouts can address community issues and concerns. Among the guest speakers tentatively scheduled
to attend are Rep. Anastasia Pittman and former Edmond Mayor Saundra Naifeh, both Girl Scouts.

Another focus of this year’s event will be developing ideas to celebrate the Girl Scouts 100th anniversary in each
community and how to build Girl Scout capacity throughout the 39 counties. Please mark your calendar to
attend!

This year’s Summit will be April 15-16 at the NCED/Marriott Convention Center in Norman. Tickets for the event
are $100 will go on sale March 7 at www.gswestok.org. Keep watching the website for new details on the Summit.
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Girl Scout Cookies—There’s An App For That!

Technology has come to the Girl Scout Cookie sale. while
thousands of girls are out hosting cookie booths and pulling wagons full of cookies
through neighborhoods, this year offers a new high-tech way of connecting
customers with Girl Scout Cookies.

Girls are selling only the most popular six varieties of Girl Scout Cookies: Thin Mints,
Samoas, Tagalongs, Trefoils, Do-Si-Dos and Lemon Chalet Crémes. And while
each girl makes a face-to-face connection with each customer, helping those
customers locate cookies now includes technology. Terms some of us may not be
familiar with like QR Codes, iPhone apps and viral videos are now part of the cookie
sale.

“Girls understand technology and how it can be used to enhance their cookie sale,”
said Ann Matheny, product sales manager for Girl Scouts-Western Oklahoma. “In
fact, many people now expect to be able to utilize technology to find Girl Scout
Cookies. That's why we now offer these new ways to connect.”

The iPhone and Droid smart phone apps locates Girl Scout Cookie booths in
Oklahoma. The app notifies users of when a cookie booth has been added near
them and they can then forward that information via Facebook, Twitter and email
to others in their phone. To download the free cookie
booth locator app, search “girl scout cookies” in your phone app store.

What is a QR Code? This is really a bar code that smart phones scan using free apps like
“QRReader” to connect with information. This is the QR Code for the cookie sale—which,
once scanned, will link the user back to the cookie page on the GSWestOK website.

Girl Scouts also are using social media like Facebook to increase awareness about the
Cookie Sale. This year marks the 35t anniversary of the Samoa cookie. For those who
prefer Samoa, then join the Samoas Facebook Fan page by logging on to Facebook
and searching “Samoas Cookies.”

All of the funds raised from the cookie sale remain local and directly benefit girls. By selling Girl Scout
Cookies, many girls are able to attend camp or other Girl Scouts events, provide financial assistance to help make
Girl Scouts available to all girls, and recruit and train volunteer leaders.

The Cookie Sale time is also a good time to get involved in Girl Scouts. As thisis the time
when most people are aware of Girl Scouts and see Girl Scouts more than any other time,
now is also the best time to join. Each booth will feature membership information for both
girls and volunteer mentors who are greatly needed.

The Oklahoma College Savings Plan is partnering with Girl Scouts for a third year, asking
Oklahomans to vote for their favorite Girl Scout Cookie. The winning cookie will be an-
nounced by the Oklahoma State Treasurer in April. The Oklahoma Girl Scout who sells the
most cookies will receive $1,529 towards an Oklahoma College Savings Plan sponsored by
OCSP. Plus, $529 will go to the Oklahoma Girl Scout Troop who gets the most online votes.
To vote for a favorite cookie, go to
www.ok4saving.org.

The Girl Scout Cookie Sale continues
through March 27. For more
information about this year’s cookie
sale, visit www.gswestok.org/cookies.
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