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Girl Scouts Enhances Academic Success 
Imagine what might happen for a girl when she realizes the        

problem-solving skills she learned at her LEGO robotics team 

challenge in Girl Scouts could be applied in her math class, or the 

lessons gleaned about conservation in Girl Scouts Forever Green 

helped her get a blue ribbon at the school science fair. The     

academic connections made from Girl Scouts are significant. 
 

ñWe are able to offer these programs in science and math through 

financial and volunteer support,ò said Cathy Stackpole, CEO for 

GS-West. ñWithout that support, some girls would never         

experience their own óa-haô moment in these subject areas that 

might lead to greater accomplishments in their lives.ò 
 

GS-West recently worked with the       

Oklahoma City Public Schools to show 

how Girl Scouts today is an educational 

supplement to curriculum taught in the 

public schools. Girl Scout  pathways like 

the STEM LEGO Robots, Energy           

Conservation, Human Body, Weather, and 

Environmental Sciences have a direct  

impact in other school courses. 
 

ñWe have done a study on the correlation 

of Girl Scout materials to the pass objectives for classes in school 

and found that there is a direct link,ò said Susan Bohl, chief op-

erations officer for GS-West. ñFor example, Girl Scout pathways 

that impact the study of science are things like our LEGO Robots 

that teach girls how to make qualitative observations, design sci-

entific investigations, identify and test hypothesis, evaluate data, 

understand the Laws of Motion, kinetic energy and a lot more.ò 
 

In Language Arts, the Girl Scoutsô Me in the Media pathway 

improves an understanding of analogies and  metaphors,         

researching and interpreting information, graphic arts, electronic 

media, public speaking and more. 
 

In Mathematics, the Girl Scoutsô Weather pathway enhances a 

study of problem solving, strategies, deductive reasoning and 

spatial proportions. 
 

ñThese are concrete examples of how Girl Scouts offers           

meaningful pathways for girls,ò Bohl said. ñGirl Scouts will     

always be about fun and enjoying programs around camping, 

building friendships, taking trips and just being a girl. But it is 

important for parents especially to understand that the Girl Scout 

Leadership Experience enhances education and can ultimately 

lead to college scholarships, mentorship opportunities and more.ò 

GS-West Preparing 10 LEGO Robotics Teams 
Last year, we had four First LEGO League teams compete in the state robotics challenge, 

with Girl Scouts taking 1st and 2nd place. This year, GS-West is fielding 10 teams from 

OKC metro, Ardmore and Lawton and are preparing for the first scrimmage in November. 

ñItôs great to watch girls design and program a robot to do very specific challenges, and 

then get excited about the possibility of competing and winning with their design,ò said 

Cathy Stackpole, CEO. ñAt last yearôs state contest, the announcer seemed to be surprised 

that two girl teams took first and second place. That is the image Girl Scouts is changing. 

Our STEM program shows that girls can get excited about building robots, computer    

programming, engineering, architecture and all the other aspects of the LEGO team       

experiences.ò 
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STEM programs like LEGO League to more girls! 

Call 800-698-0022 or visit www.gswestok.org and watch the LEGO video! 
The Edmond/Deer Creek Team works on 

their LEGO challenge project: a solar-

powered school bus. 


