
Creating a leadership experience is the Girl Scouts program. Finding ways to       

express their leadership can be done in many ways ð including creative ones!      

Michelle Shepherd, a Senior Girl Scout from Walters has combined her musical 

ability with the leadership she has learned as a Girl Scout to gain top honors in the 

world of Oklahoma honor bands. 

Michelle earned a 4th chair place in Trombone for the SWOBDA All Regions 

Band. She completed with more than 1,200 students from the southern region to 

earn a place with one of the five honor bands. 

The 2010 All Region Honor Band will perform Feb. 6 at the Lawton Central     

Middle School. The performance is free and open to the public. 

ñAnytime one of our Girl Scouts make a splash in the community, that is some-

thing to celebrate,ò said Cathy Stackpole, CEO. ñIn this case, Michelle obviously 

has the confidence to not only compete for one of these coveted spots in the band, 

but is finding success for her efforts. That is the true definition of a leader.ò 
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Cotton County Residents Helped By Local Girl Scouts 

Girl Scouts Find Fun Ways To Be Leaders 

Girl Scouts in Western Oklahoma are finding their voices and using them. Whether it is 

learning the leadership skills and confidence to run for student council, creating a Girl 

Scouts Forever Green project that addresses the environment at their school or commu-

nity, or giving back to those in need, Girl Scouts are the advocates for change in todayôs 

world. Itôs the leadership experience of identifying an issue that is important to them,  

creating a plan to address that issue and then setting out to implement that plan for       

success. 
 

Girl Scouts in Walters this year identified a need to help Department of Human Services 

in Cotton County provide food to rural Oklahomans in need. As part of the community 

service project, the girls collected more than 400 food and nonperishable items and      

delivered them to the Cotton County DHS offices in November. 
 

Jeff Zackery with the Cotton County DHS said the Girl Scoutsô work and commitment 

helped his office meet some critical needs of citizens of that area. While the DHS provides 

federal assistance to residents, Zackery said there are many people who ñfall through the cracksò and find themselves at the food 

closet needing food for their families. 
 

ñWith the economy the way it is, we have had the greatest demand for food we have ever had,ò he said. ñOur shelves were almost 

empty of food. The Girl Scouts helped us meet our needs and fill those shelves. We are very appreciative of their hard work.ò 

Pictured delivering food to the Cotton County 

DHS offices are Dawn Dunlap, Kassie Keehn, 

Nicole Secrest and Shelby Stevens. 


