
The number of girls to receive the Girl Scouts leadership experience in public schools has grown by more than 1,000 girls just since 

Jan. 1 of this year. This increase means that we now serve approximately 8,500 girls throughout our area ð with more joining every 

day. The increased number is a reflection of what girls are experiencing as a Girl Scout. Volunteers and staff share what they hear 

from girls: 

ñOne girl told me she enjoys coming to Girl Scouts because she feels it is the only place where she belongs and has friends.ò 

ñAfter our discussions of how to live out the Girl Scout Law, two 4th graders decided to work with their family to serve the 

greater OKC community. They made sweaters for animals and scarves for people and gave away during the holidays.ò 

ñOne day, while arriving at Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary, many of the students greeted me in the hallway by singing and  

chanting the Girl Scout Promise. I was pleased to hear how they are retaining the Girl Scout Leadership experience.ò 

Reaching more girls through our In-School program is changing the way girls view themselves and their 

place in the world. Supporting Girl Scouts makes opportunities like this possible. 
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ñFrom Homeless to Harvardò Speaker Inspires Local Students 

In-School Girl Scouts Living The Promise & Law 

It isnôt always easy to capture the interest of a group of teenagers these days. But when Liz Murray spoke to 800 

students at Capitol Hill High School, she managed to do just that. Murray was the guest speaker at the Juliette 

Low Leadership Society Luncheon and included a trip to the high school while she was in town. 

Murray is best known as the subject of the Lifetime Movie Channel ñFrom Homeless to Harvard.ò She told        

students about her life as the child of drug addicted parents, including being homeless as a teenager following the 

death of her mother and the continued use of substances by her father. But, she said, as she watched her mother be 

buried in a pine box, she realized that she can still accomplish things in life. It was at that moment she said she 

decided to go back to school. ñI want you to know,ò she told the students, ñthat Iôm not hear to talk about going to 

Harvard. Iôm here to tell you to  listen to the voice asking you ówhat if?ô when you are trying to decide what to do 

in life.ò 

Murray said she had decided at age 17 in full ñgothò attire of purple hair and piercings and with a failing school 

record, to go back to school. She was denied enrollment by many New York City Schools and was about to give up trying. She said she had 

reached the point of deciding to go to the next school interview or to get a slice of pizza. At that point, she said her voice asked her ñwhat 

if?ô. What if she goes to the interview and is accepted? What if she makes straight Aôs? What if? She made the  

decision, went to the interview, was accepted. She completed four years of high school in just two years with a 96 

average and the support of a tireless mentor. She was inspired by her mentor to apply to Harvard and for               

scholarships to get her there. She got both. Her new ñcommunityò of friends and mentors made a difference. 

ñWhat if I had got the slice of pizza instead?ò she asked the students. ñWould I have finished school? Would I have 

gone to Harvard? Would I be here with you today? The answer is no. There will be times when you will have to 

decide if you will go one way or go another. What if?ò 

As Liz was leaving the schoolôs library that morning, one high school girl came up to her to tell her how much she 

was inspired by Lizôs story and that even though things get tough sometimes, she was going to try and reach her 

own goals. She gave Liz a hug on her way back to class. 

Be a mentor. Create a new ñcommunityò for a Girl Scout who needs what you can give her. 

Liz Murray with CHHS students 

Luis Cortez and Karla 

Villalobos 
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New Summer Sessions Includes Partnerships With Area Colleges 
Offering girls the most diverse summer opportunities       

possible is part of the Girl Scouts of Western Oklahoma 

leadership experience. Along with summer camping and 

other outdoor education sessions planned, this year the 

council is working with other educational outlets to offer 

something unique to our Girl Scouts. 
 

ñWe are working to provide relevant summer program     

offerings to all girls,ò said Susan Bohl, chief operations 

officer for GS-West. ñWhether itôs going to resident or day 

camp, or doing something new and different, we want 

every Girl Scout to have a great summer experience this 

year, and weôre excited about these new partnership        

opportunities.ò 
 

Starting this summer, GS-West will partner with Oklahoma 

City Community College and Cameron University in 

Lawton to offer a series of summer sessions for girls.  
 

At OCCC Kids College, Girl Scouts will offer leadership 

and self-esteem workshops, as well as workshops on      

robotics and STEM (Science,                  

Technology, Engineering and Math) to 

kids in kindergarten through 8th grade. 

This program will be June 7-July 30. 

Girls  interested in participating will  

register through OCCC. 

In Lawton, the summer program will be 

offered through the Kids College to stu-

dents in grades kindergarten through 5th. 

This two-week session also will feature 

leadership, self-esteem, robotics and 

STEM. Registration will be available 

through Cameron. 
 

These same series of workshops also will be available 

through the Edmond Parks and Recreationôs summer pro-

gram. This program will be open to students in K-12th 

grade and begins June 7. Families will register through the 

parks and recreation department. 

 
 

Other upcoming summer programs include: 

Play in the Park with the City of Oklahoma City 

Parks and Recreation. 

YMCA day programs. 

Resident and Day Camp June 13-July 16  

Travel Camp July 18-30 

Summer Scoops in all 7 districts of our council 

Service Unit Day Camps in all 7 districts. 

One Girl Sees A Need, Makes A Difference 
When a Girl Scout sees a need in the 

community, she often jumps in to help. 

Katie Lytle of Troop 256 in Oklahoma 

City is one of those girls. Last year, 

took a tour of the OKC Rescue        

Mission. Katie noticed lots of          

childrenôs books available, but no easy 

way to access them. Volunteers had to 

hunt for appropriate books for children 

at the mission. 

Katie decided to fix that problem so she 

and others in her troop (Emma Henley, Leahla and Emily Barrett 

and Allison Rice) began the process of organizing by age, sorting, 

color coding and stacking all the books. She is now working to 

create a reading area for adults. She is working to add to the       

library, to build shelves, and to create a card catalog system. In 

addition, Katie is working with local businesses to donate new 

self-help books. 

ñI learned how much you can accomplish with the help of your 

friends, and that working to better the lives of others is something 

I want to do more of,ò Katie said. 

Supporting Girl Scouts-Western Oklahoma means supporting 

girls who are making a difference in their communities. 

JLLS/OKC Reaches Milestone  
 

The Feb. 18 Juliette Low Leadership Society 

Luncheon in OKC reached an important  

milestone this year, raising more than any 

previous yearôs luncheon. This year, the 

group raised more than $269,000, bringing 

the total donations during the groupôs six-year 

history of over $1.2 million that goes to    

provide a variety of leadership                     

opportunities to thousands of girls in       

western Oklahoma. 

ñThis is an exciting time for the Juliette Low Leadership Society 

and for the girls in western Oklahoma,ò said Linda Whittington, 

co-chair of this yearôs event with Ann-Clore Duncan. ñYour       

continued support of JLLS and Girl Scouts truly has made a       

difference in the lives of many girls.ò 

The membership fee for JLLS is $250 a year. For more                 

information on joining JLLS, contact 

Crystal Slater at 405-528-3535 or 

email her at: cslater@gswestok.org 

CEO Cathy Stackpole and 

guest speaker Liz Murray. 

Pictured  are, left to right, Liz Murray with Linda 

Whittington and Ann-Clore Duncan, co-chairs of this 

yearôs JLLS Luncheon.                                        
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