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AFrom Homel ess t o

It isndét always easy to capture the interest o T
students at Capitol Hill High School, she managed to do just that. Murray was the guest speaker at the J
Low Leadership Society Luncheon and included a trip to the high school while she was in town. F

Murray is best known as the subject of the Lif:¢«
students about her life as the child of drug addicted parents, including being homeless as a teenager follc
death of her mother and the continued use of substances by her father. But, she said, as she watched he
buried in a pine box, she realized that she can still accomplish things in life. It was at that moment she sa
decided to go back to school. Al want you to ki \ ol d
Harvard. 1 6m here to tell you to l i sten to t h¢LizMuraywithCHHS studentsj p g

. . N Luis Cortez and Karla
in |ife.o Villalobos

Murray said she had decided at age 17 in full Afgotho attire c
record, to go back to school. She was denied enrollment by many New York City Schools and was about to give up tryicthgh8ada
reached the point of deciding to go to the next school interview or to get a slice of pizza. At that point, she saeldsekveid her @ wt
if?6. What if she goes to the interview and is acce
decision, went to the interview, was accepted. She completed four years of high school in just two years with a 96
average and the support of a tireless mentor. She was inspired by her mentor to apply to Harvard and for
schol arships to get her there. She got both. Her ne

Awhat if | had got the slice of pizza instead?0 she
gone to Harvard? Would | be here with you today? The answer is no. There will be times when you will have to

decide if you will go one way or go another. What i
As Liz was |l eaving the school ds | ibrary that mornin
was inspired by Lizds story and that even though th
own goals. She gave Liz a hug on her way back to class.

Be a mentor. Create a new Acommunityo for a G

In-School Girl Scouts Living The Promise & Law

The number of girls to receive the Girl Scouts leadership experience in public schools has grown by more than 1,008ngiels jus
Jan. 1 of this year. This increase means that we now serve approximately 8,500 girls throughouBowvitireaore joining evey
day. The increased number is a reflection of what girls are experiencing as a Girl Scout. Volunteers and staff sharéedrat the
from girls:

fiOne girl told me she enjoys coming to Girl Scouts becau:
AnAfter our discussions of how to |ive out the Girl Scout
greater OKC community. They made sweaters for animal s an:
fOne day, while arriving at Martin Luther King Jr. EI eme
chanting the Girl Scout Promise. | was pleased to hear h

Reaching more girls through our In-School program is changing the way girls view themselves and their
place in the world. Supporting Girl Scouts makes opportunities like this possible.



New Summer Sessions Includes Partnerships With Area College

Offering girls the most diverse summer opportunities In Lawton, the summer program will be

possible is part of the Girl Scouts of Western Oklahome \ f/ offered through the Kids College to stu-

leadership experience. Along with summer camping an Q\n/{, dents in grades kindergarten through 5th.
/N

other outdoor education sessions planned, this year the 7\ This twoweek session also will feature
council is working with other educational outlets to offel leadership, selésteem, robotics and
something unique to our Girl Scouts. SQN/EI{{S(I)% STEM. Registration will be available

Every Sudent. Bvery Sory. through Cameron.
iWe are working to provide relevant summer program
of ferings to al|l girl s, 0 These sdmeSerissafrworBsbobd also will tbe agdilable p e r
officer for GSWe s t . AWhet her it 6st hgrodugyh ttoh e eEd meemd Par kdsayand
camp, or doing something new and different, we want gram. This program will be open to students tiZh
every Girl Scout to have a great summer experience thigrade and begins June 7. Families will register through the
year, and weodre excited aparkswand recrbadon depantreent. par t ner shi p

opportunities. o0

Starting this summer, G®/est will partner with Oklahom . : .
City Community College and Cameron University in aOther upcoming summer programs include:

Lawton to offer a series of summer sessions for girls. - Play in the Park with the City of Oklahoma City
Parks and Recreation.

At OCCC Kids College, Girl Scouts will offer leadership . YMCA day programs.

and selfesteem workshops, as well as workshops on - Resident and Day Camp June iy 16

robotics and STEM (Science, . Travel Camp July 180

Technology, Engineering and Math) to . Summer Scoops in all 7 districts of our council
kids in kindergarten through 8th grade . Service Unit Day Camps in all 7 districts.

This program will be June-July 30.

Girls interested in participating will OKLAHOMA CITY

register through OCCC. COMMUNITY COLLEGE

One Girl Sees A Need, Makes A Difference JLLS/OKC Reaches Milestone

When a Girl Scout sees a need in thd
community, she often jumps in to hel
Katie Lytle of Troop 256 in Oklahoma
City is one of those girls. Last year,
took a tour of the OKC Rescue
Mission. Katie noticed lots of

chil drends books
way to access them. Volunteers had
hunt for appropriate books for childre ~ =
at the mission. >

Katie decided to fix that problem so she N ) ) ) . .
and others in her troofEmma Henley, Leahla and Emily Barre® Thi s is an exciting time for t
and Allison Ricgbegan the process of organizing by age, sortad! @ f or the girls in western Ok
color coding and stacking all the books. She is now working t§0¢ hai rof t hi s 3Ceé @mres Dawnerin . wifii
create a reading area for adults. She is working to add to the continued support of JLLS and Girl Scouts truly has made a

The Feb. 18 Juliette Low Leadership Socig
Luncheon in OKC reached an important
milestone this year, raising more than any
previous yeardés | un
group raised more than $269,000, bringing
thet tRakbgdenati oyear
history of over $1.2 million that goes to
provide a variety of leadership
opportunities to thousands of girls in CIED Catiny Sl e
Western Oklahoma_ guest speaker Liz Murray.

Thi s

library, to build shelves, and to create a card catalog system. ¢hi f f erence in the Iives of many
addition, Katie is working with local businesses to donate newrhe membership fee for JLLS is $250 a year. For more
self-help books. information on joining JLLS, contact
il learned how much you can accompl i shCRSIREr atdes2883339 of vy g
friends, and that working to better the lives of others is something email her atcslater@gswestok.org
I want to do more of, 0 Katie said. Pictured are, left to right, Liz Murray with Linda

Supporting Girl ScoutsWestern Oklahoma means supporting R e (AP0 P G i G

girls who are making a difference in their communities. Picture courtesy of OKC Pubic Schools

Page 2 Our Voices



